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Hina 13 dalsy

Thi= 1= a OIT guide far-
capturingS collectingS curating historg in
O Commidnity.

Made by someone who works in an archie,

For people uho don't see themsaeluas
reftlaectad.



WO Farinia sieras

There 1= a void uhere gyou are gyat to exist.

A space of unlimted potential, of Fadical
possikhility.

A space tor yadr Tuture histores.
Historyg 1= not a3 neutral retelling ot the past.

"Hi=tory 1= 3 =eres of =trategically curated
choices that can uplift =ome o erase others,
ba=ed on the decision=s by those with the
powet to cyr-ate (1.7 — Dominigue Luster

In =ciencea fiction a tuture historyg 1= 5
eroJectaed chronologg outlimng how we got
fr-om the presaent to the future, It creates 5
back =toryg for a possible future Freality.

The stories wa taell shout ourselues can
shape a3 new reality. A reality uhera we axi=t
and have alyays existed. Thera 1= collactye
poer In the telling of stories.

Tou have that powear-.

The power 1o tell the stories about gour:
commanity that the future neads 1o know.

The pawear to cur-ate gyoaur historyg and save |t



Lhil=t the des of curating and sawving history
ar-ound goud might seaem daunting, 1t can be as
big or =mall as god makea 1t Fertaection ar
completionism 1= not the aim, Rather, capture
what gyod can, howawar o Can.

Aera are some steps gog could take:

1. Choo=se the community
. Decide the methodl=s
3. Callect the content

4. Find a sate home for It

2. ahare i1



L EN2d3a 4na SHmmonliy

Lig where gyou =tand.

Choose a community, movemaent, o space that
o are part of and whose =torg gog want 1o

Tl

Madgbe 1t 1= a longstanding group, magbe 1t 1=
an evaluving movemant ar 8 temporaryd space,
Magbe 1t's the people around goud that gou
don't seae reftlected anuuhere elsa, Jomething
that 1= not recordaed aor that might disappeaar.

Think about the scope. Magbe 11's 3 momaent 1In
time — like aone event. Magbe 1t's uhat’'s
happenaed in the past month or gyear, magbe
It's whatevear goug can tind.

Tell other people about 1t and enlist them To
the cause.

[A note on positionality — 1= this your storyg to tell’,
Could you help somaeone else tall the s=torg’™” Hhose
volce neads to be heard'?]

Example: The o—minute Oral History

Capture an event with 3 phone o other audio
Frecording device and 2-9 questions. Ask peopla
the questions.

E.g. Hho are l-=|-:-l.1?'_ Liho are H-:-uru&ec-ple?‘ How i
gou get involved in this event™? Hhyg do gou think it
Was important for gyou to be 5 part of this event’™
Lhat 1= something you want future generations 1o
know about this event’
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.ar'-tl-_=.’r. |=|r-u-- H-—-L-- = arnd his Chinese trend,
Lig=l Farma, an Fr-hu musician and academic
reseatr-cher In Aotearoa. Together, they
cxplored ther shared expariences 1In making

arnd plaging traditional instruments,
dizcussing topics such as masis education,
thie future of |r|-:i|-:|-=ru"-l_|5 r-'|usi-::. ard ’rh-'-'-
ehilozophical perspactives behlindg thes

In=truments.
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https://kura.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz/digital/collection/oralhistory/id/4184/

Decide arn a method or methods.
atart with the =kills gou or your Trends have,

Tou could create a photo essay, make a short
film, Interwview people for an oral history
EroJdect, build &3 map etc.. ..

Magbe the content already exists and Just
neads 1o be collectaed, Fhuysical sturt Like
posters, rflyers, stickers etc. Digital stufrt Like
photos videos, social medla posts et -
formal stufrt ke minutes, correspondence,
notes atc.

Magbe 1t doesn't exist gaet, but o want
paeaple to collaborate, =0 you put 5 call out
for creative writing or Imagery In Fresponse
o 3 certain topic o theme and collate 1t into
a Zine ar exhibtion.

Example: Telling 3tories through Obgects

Ask people In your community 1o dentity an
obJgect of personal importance and 1o
share the obgects’ stories. Take a photo of
the obgect and record the story of uhy

meg chose this obJgect and uhat 1t means 1o
2.



Frajasi Sz Small Things Fatiad = Ta FEpa

Frogect 52 enlis=ted Tongan students of Ji-
Ecimund Hillarg Collegiate in Utara to collact
obgects that represant thair Lives, Thea class
collected their most treasureaed obgacts
Including an oraginal =song composition, class
photographs and a Toby's Seatood anitorm.
Each aobgect was accompanied by 3 written
descrietion in Tongan and Enalish
demonstrating that obgects can act as 5
pessal for personal stores and 3
commurity’s Language.

%‘ﬁ F22E, Trans Iﬁ?@ﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁlﬂﬁi@

Trans people trom their teaens 1o ther- YHs
wer-e asked 1o identity obgects of personal
impor-tance and weite up that obgect’'s storyg.
Thi= proJgect recognisaed the powear of

ob gects to bring historyg 1o life and the
impor-tance of trans people narrating ther:
awn stores. [tems included a letter, drass,
and the contents of 3 handbag.



https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/discover-collections/read-watch-play/lgbtqi-histories-aotearoa-new-zealand/trans-past-trans-present
https://blog.tepapa.govt.nz/tag/project-83/

I Eallasy W SOnYamy

Capture what gyou can in 9ol chosarn
methodis) whaether througb gour own
creativity o content god have asked paople
o share.

Be transparent with people about your plans
for this content =o they can give Informed
consent when participating.

Make 3 plan for how gou will organise and
=tore the content. Decide uhat gou want 1o
keaep: youd don't nead 1o keap 1t alll

Reasp 3 list of what gyod have collectaed.
Describe the content .9, Hhat 1= 11, who
cresated 1t where was it uwhen was it

Create 3 consistent and descriptive File

naming convention tor digital files 2.9,
SHZ2oHer]l HinterFartg _HAL . g

IT It's phusical, kesp 1t somawhere cool and
dieg with rmimimal Light, It it's digital, then make
e 1t 1= backed up in more than one place in
glIther external storage or cloud storage.
“oee turther preseruation tips in the appendi:

Example: Harrative Mapping

Talk to people In your community about the
?laces and spaces that are important 1o
hem. Mark these out on a map — It could be
phuysical or digital. Capture uhy each place
1= Important 1o your community Lagyering
stories onto the spaces around youl.



Halilng) Eadizal Hallnsom

A radical historg walking tour through
central Hellimgton on the Focket Jights app.
Thi= tour Imrites the walker 1o viey
well—-travelled streats through the listoryg
of working—class and socialist organising in
Lellimgton. The tamiliar sights of shopping
odtlets hotels, and innocuous straeat
Corners are also the locations of radical
bookstores, social struggle, subuersive
soclalising, and sites of violent protaest, It
aims 1o connect the walker uith the city as 5
place of historg and historical memorg, and
o connect past and presant.
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https://pocketsights.com/tours/tour/Wellington-Walking-Radical-Wellington-1845

Sk Fldl & 23t hama Had K

Time to decide uheare gou are going to keap 1t
lomg term.

Therea are tiuo main -:-|-:-ti-:-r_|5 hara:
= create Jour own archive o
» OF donate 1o an exi=tiing memary institution

Consider how people in gour comruarity will
access the collection. Do gyou want peopl e
odtside of gour community to access the
collection™ It =0, low will they do thas™? Tou
Ccan set the conditions.

IT you want to create your own archive, then
consider where it will be stored, and low it will
be managed and accessad. Mational memoryg
institutions can provide aduice, guides, and
trairning for communities. *See links in the appendizx

The purpose of a memorg institution Like 5
Libraryg, archive, ar masedn 1= 1o hold stores
for pecple 1o tind them. They hawve four

ma o functions: to collect, describe,
presarue and share,

Fiesearch gyour Llocal ares to find out what
in=titutions exist and what type of content
they collaect,

Litteraent institutions collact difrerent things.
It one place cannot take gour collection,

then ask them to suggest somawhere aelsea
that might be able to.



Atter the heritage listed anarchist house burnit
down in 2828 53 short news article collated the
historg of 122 Abel Smith 31, [T used archireal
information alongside photos and stores from
people yho were part of the 1258 commurity 1o tell
It= diverse and complicated legacy.

122 Abel Smith 3t, a3 collection of files — mostly mesting minutes - 22 Mag, 2887


https://www.renews.co.nz/a-visual-history-of-wellingtons-anarchist-house/

S Snaia ke

Make =ura uhatevear god have curated, the
commurity involyed gets to know about it and
gets to share it

It your chosen method was one that creataed
something oriainal Like a zine, film, ar map,
consider also donating a copy and
as=oclated material 1o a memorg institution.

Lhatewvear 1t 1=, let people know 1T exists and
Fiow theygy can find 1it. The more people that can
du=se what yod have created, the more stores

that can be told.
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IMe0rTanT INFO-MaTION — Sever books

Collecting posters from whoever would
donate them Sever books created a
five-volume archive of past INndependant
posters in Wellington as part of an
exhibition showing layers of posters from
the streat. This exhibition also iIncluded 3
serlaes of workshops around postering that
encouraged peopla to create and pasie
their owun posters.


https://enjoy.org.nz/important-information

HEpEAREE: « MFnaF Prasaryaiion Wips

For =torage of phusical archives, factors 1o
consider are tempaer-ature, el ative humidity, Light,
pests, mould, risk of leaks or flooding, and
hrandling. Rhesp archives in a climate—controlled
space, auvold extremas In tempaerature and

el ative humidity.

The simplest way to protect your archive 1= 1o
keap 1tems 1IN boxes, They prowvidde an initial
barrier to light, water, fire and mould and make
hrandling Cwith clean dreyg hand=s 3 Lot easer. Ang
=trong standard otftice boxes will work.

Tod can get archive—-quality packaging: howawvear
It can be expensive and will not make mach ot a
difrerence It your space 1= hamid, dame, and
modldy. Resep your archive areas clean (food
attracts pests) and dust tree. It yod can't store
Items= flat, then roll them Father than tolding.
Auvold metal such as staples and metal paper clips
cplastic paper clips are ok

It your archive 1= digital, 1t 1= best 1o make sure
that you are backing up your records regul arly.
atore copies of your digital archives on o
saparate hard drives or on hard drives as well
as cloud storage.

Ligital hardware and software usually last about
o =1 years =0 god will meaed to have 3 plan to
check and update the files and storage. Lse opan

for-mats tor digital files uhere possible Like FOF
Ctext arnd mage) RTE CRickh Text Filex OOT and 005

clpan Oftice), NP9 Caudio?, HAY Caudioy, JFD
cimager TIFF Cdmage) FHO Cmagea,



FOF Mara daialls on mandging arskiyasa

Te Fapa — How-1to Duides
hitpsS A uww tepapagovt.nz/learns for—museums—and-

Jalleries/how—guide=s

The Hational Librarg — Caring for Collections Duides
hitp=S S nathib.govt.nzScollections/caring—tor—gour-—
collectionsS carina—-for-—collections—guides

Ar-chives N — Resources for community—based
ar-chives

Fittesd S archives govt.nzSresearchingS directory
—otf—community—archivesresources—for—community—
based—archiists

Ligital HE — Make it Digital guides
hittps S digntalnz.orgS make—-1t—digital

Thi= zine 1= Inspir-aed by Document 7o Cul e
by Ermima Harren alonaside mang other commuanitg
historyg pro, jects.

Feal free touse adapt and share this zine.

-1tten by Ermma Cullen
Varsion: Oratt wa — August 225

hittps S Saourtuturelhistories neocities.org


https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/learn/for-museums-and-galleries/how-guides
https://natlib.govt.nz/collections/caring-for-your-collections
https://www.archives.govt.nz/search-the-archive/researching/directory-of-community-archives/resources-for-community-based-archivists
https://digitalnz.org/make-it-digital
https://yourfuturehistories.neocities.org/
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https://yourfuturehistories.neocities.org/
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